
It’s Young Author Time! 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

I am giving your child the opportunity to write and illustrate 

his/her very own book for the Young Authors contest.  This is an 

optional activity for the children to complete at home.   

 

Your child can handwrite the final draft of the book, or it can be 

typed on a computer.  There is not a specific length the book has 

to be, as long as it has the characteristics of a good story.  These 

are the steps we have discussed:   

 

1. You may want to write about something that has really 

happened in your life.  You may add additional details (even 

fictional).   

 

2. You should brainstorm ideas before beginning to write.  We 

have discussed that a good story has an introduction of 

characters and setting, a problem, the steps to solve the 

problem and finally the solution to the problem.   

 

The completed book needs to be turned in by Friday, February 1st 

.   

 

If your child requests it, I can send home colored tag-board for 

the cover the first week we return from break. Please make sure 

your child illustrates the cover, writes the book title and his/her 

first and last name.   

 

If you have any questions about Young Authors during the next 

few weeks, please make sure you contact me at school.  I am 

encouraging the children to take advantage of this opportunity 

for them to become an author/illustrator.  The final product is 

always worth the hard work! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Page layout for the book: 

 

 

Place picture in this space.  

 

 

 

When you draw pictures at the top, leave the 

top inch or left inch blank.  I will bind the 

book in one of these margins. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

If you are going to type your story, you 

should type it in this area near the bottom. 

Be sure to design your cover so it is the same 

direction. 

 

Guidelines for Young Author Stories 

 

1.  Double space and use 1 ½ inch margins. 

 

2.  Number the pages 

 

3.Type text at the bottom. 

 

4.Student’s first and last name should be 

included on the cover of the book. 

 

5. Illustrations can be done with markers, chalk, 

crayon, colored pencils, or be computer 

generated. 

 

6.Book binding will be done at school, once the 

student turns it into me.  

 

7.  This project should be a product of your 

child. Books, written by adults, will not be 

entered in the contest. Student writing 



samples are done often in our classroom. 

Student books should be similar to work done 

in class, after editing. I encourage you to edit 

spelling and give simple guideline suggestions, 

but it is important that your child writes 

his/her own book. 

 


